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The men to whom God's Truth has been committed for promulgation will be asked in
the Hereafter as to how the Truth fared in the world - how was it received, who
opposed it, and who assisted it. Like all trustees, they will have to give full account
of their trust. God knows all, it will not add to his informauon. But it will be evidence
for and against those to whom it was preached, so that the responsibility of those
who dishonored it may be duly enforced. The primary custodians of fre spiritual
truth are the Prophets. but in descending degrees all men to who Godt Message
comes are included. (AMullah Ali, p. 1105, fn. 3678)
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Moses was given a Revelation, and it was given in heritag€ to the Children of Israel,
to preserve it, guide their conduct by it, and hold aloft its Message: but th€y failed in
all these particufars. (AMullah Ali, p. f277,fn.4426)
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."p-r Jt J" gl lin every season :41i1 -EiI A.4ct 6I*-Jt t.u 4 g!:uJr g/t
coVtJa" gt -1:f g +)Lic96-!t g!:EJl p-rll "l-4! :yq t.a ua"a*!t L\) oi 6111

r.-r-r d )l I y ;r*:jr ;ti 9e l'-;!r + lj);, ; t^"-.ri i.-/t o-tl 4t 4Vt
.z+ j\ Jo \J)\ o,tt 4? jr j t_rti\l

a :!r!"r i,-Yt ,t " r^nt ;r tn" f-r" * -t" _y-,St -r- ,ri ts j u.,t!t i,lt +
r,l+!- d i-"KX 4.{i Jl i-+r:Jt oj.r .rr,.1 t' ".:-irJt U +* 6r"" gl ,long period of Time

-uf -r.-e oi J-4 t.5 ,1ttr'i!_rt ;s 2i ,i" y-e -t-rJ! J^ ,,6J1" :alrir i:JUt d & !!
,.+ J * J*l .',t)l i/ l.lLf, * e;r-" ei can endless span of time : i1t-, e-q;
yi r!..re.u ;L :JU^ cjK ci <'"t .r;it .,, y't eJ Li, ,r-* a--ae'' :alri1 !:t}t 4 cj,o

.(t')"ci:Jt a.r .uu:. ,e

unnoticed by its :r "tli; i^- slr" f*t FI,LI .r.p -r--* ,Ji "r4 ,,:LJt gb_lt e:
Q * .nt r*jll 0:6 -r! c.1"-i:Jl ,J ? ).2 l$-2 ."q.rll J"l ., r..-, 1 r" ,f i ,people

;F ay" fuli 1r.A .+ ,-J" ir-r*. .*+ ,, ,\) JrS.) -ri; c;*;:Jl *, :I. aJtg

.t7tlt ,o{ Jt r,!-t (,85;tt (1r)

:r^ r-/r l>{t "F,J 
(1r)

Dahr is Time as a whole, or for a long period. (Abdullah Ali, p. 1655, fn. 5831)
:r" r-y'r l)tt .r,J (1.)

Implying, according to all the classical commentators, "there has indeed been an
immensely long [or "endless"] span of time". (Muhammad Asad, p. 915, fn. 1)
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1s*cJt prrj Jiillr l3"rl,13itl tljrll .ti,&-a*i:lt o9.jlt oja Q:aet
g,:. jt irrt4 ,ir.lUr 4 tl WJ Wt A. Ji ,ifl d u! utai g;pn q iit'plr

.aar:llj F€iJl d

l;;;;t\ oF j)\.:,r! l;ujlt i-ir) :l'l'Y' \

t+ tr Li"r!! o.p./l c.,15 J;uJlJ o-lv> i o;51 'fu-'Jll c,,u)\jtyj q':t/

oj.r;, r.--1 ;it .,le;J-1, trr,-p:ii,''*tu orr-;l'r d^? qJ ..r}-. ) 6Jr 
u;Li ;17r oast

+ eb lJ. ;;li I !tJ!r o.i.A o-l;.: Q €i f )).4''L'11 d"-'Jl a-'-LJ ;telr". e)tt 'or )\

* r: e+. .Jli*)lt .'-=^+J (Uti Cl q-'6.ll '-'',1'.-)J cit}"il2 or> r)t '"1--"i "S
glr !.rJ ci-i:, FFI ofll -btiJl or*J €.fi f c"'lX C" lJ,5! t' il' .l,..ri !! ':*]t
iu;- ,-"utli 91 * s,:-i\ v it r-i!\ -ui 

f .,lt 'brjD: \*\ d\ 'r )\ obfi
..; i*',1, ! V-icl1 a\;*,or(1 di ti! aalt f ; 4

'l1i

4Jl

:i-,11.tJ1

: U-)l ro;*rJl "iJi" li'i!

'^1" uls;i';jJ'J-;Jit L*.jt) :Jw alri 4 L< .;,e G"t -\

;, ;' ,.r,-" ki;l' ri,-:i;i1,.1t', ny .r-;; 4 qr4t J;+ ,1,' :-'<-'re {,eLJii
'ttt'.,.,J!.! 'bos 6;o Qi qr-"419 'u;i

7 ;i riy'; ori ;,'4rb"J *:, ,t>:Jt,; .Jr d t-< .i'>{' &"r' -\
' ' ' .tti'..,'o't.o )J q t ).:.,1.)\c ;r c51> :*plt J-4 '1r ' 1151 Q't 9';;s

vr'&'3J..'itJ #lt;: pi} :3w'ri + ur c..rl;Jr ':',,r;i 6^r -r
J.4.1 .(tn\<.,i;li u rrr, c,rr-lrrr:aiil oi, n;,) &A\ J-1," '6'' tat'9'1 $i'k

.(t 
t\<..,lll .:,uj,5+> : glLJt

.YC/\A ,,ririjr ;*Jr 0,Jule.|- (g-r.Ll (11)

. r 1/ \ 
^ 

.oIlr J.*jr d ,rqJr C.l* (g 
'J2Jl (1Y)



4il-rJir dJSt jiJilt e3 qFliilll dJfill I 1

'' 1,,' !.1-.. '*.-u V j\ ,v o. aJ u) :JLr .Ji + t'*; *i;)t o":..rlt "'1't -j. -1
,t ,tr$\ ali Vt ('*i:Jr iJi L;f ,_, 4t Ja &Jt tj^J ((\.1 :;,aJr) 4W ,ri 

W
;S1 :i tyt &9 .:u' €, i;9 ,tu,r qllq .r!t t -+ ,.rlj> :alj i>Li ;.f JJt o.r:_.r oj1.*ai

't" 'ue;, .,*,, 1' r'li ;"
.6?i 26'r ./ gt)t1eJu.Jll '+.' ;,.. gEltl J.i!r -oa*rLr .^{ qr ';Jt l:A -b,)lj,

-EilJ :Iu, s^ Cr (sign ::,-ll tJr-rj.:-l ;e+!.r .--L;i iri Jtlr C.a,Ir i,;i ,J 14
L"> 1 f ,.Ayah J,l (4,-r..il Si) t:,r- L;Lt! $n ,jt .J J)tJt tu U+ ,,r,lr .SrrJ ,) y'r
i' jii ti ,trr" qi ca lesson, a warning :!t jl lilll ..:4 oi F. u aE ".ai ;;:- -;, ,*
J"4 ,-p -;Jl gr3, .r;g.;)l i;J,Jl J rsign :!iJ1 cort^\ ,it ,.*i ;, ent gi, tj,a ,2,

. G'r'

.u* F .r i.r-r.1 +i ,p i-fj\ J.l-.:lt ,J.;s1 r.it

:ufJr.Jt

:6!t ,''-,tt .,le r-JJr.tt c,f:lf g "ti" U f-l

i (^) d., JJ4l

[of Our grace] :4r4 taa; .r,-i -ue di .lJi Lt(Llo :ri) tr.r" r,5i ,symbol

oV,Si Jo) cu)tiJl 4tjj9lt :ri-ijt J) f-/t lj.o Jo *t-,- * ,ppt tjrJ ,,,U1+iJ

.;"!r j, )r/r 4.p. ) ;f ';nu 
g.A i :n-;l' ;r rri

drlt i,uj |l)Ur *e:, J.url d;Jr
slgn srgn Ayah (a

lesson, a
waming)

s).rnbol
[of Our
gracel

a Sign srgn

'r--::.1)

\rl
(ti__tii
:c,f'.t9

...revelation
(superseded
or forgotten)

slgn
(cancel)

a Verse
(revelation)
(abrogate)

message
(annul or
consrgn

to
oblivion)

revelations
(abrogate)

message
(abrogate)

:.-';J \tl
, '.1-,

ti,{''i
(l . 1 :;Flr)

lrjl l}; ,,t

.yc/\^ ,dilr ,*-n- d ,rul C.l- (+; rjajr (r^)

. Y 1/ \ A (ir-llr ,.-.i; * OUr e.l- (q;r6tiJl (r r)

. r 1/ \   ,,rilr Fi,- ; dr.,tr C.L+ ,g+Jr 1v.;



sll ar, ar-i .,4 t.a 6r.-ailt i,:l ,.,i qrle l^J:Jl J"ii '--i gri ul dL:Jl C'.b1fl 
ui

(message :, \1 f-?- g!:Ulf ,rt9 r^3 Oi -r.2'ji (,,;J' Jii' t* -ji,:t F di r'4J "r1ll
i*;t ;t)t i.-11 .tt- J)tt !, r4J i'i--' yi (abrogate :,-i'.ijt l'*+J "iJL.;" a;i

d b t{5ti dl 411 6-\, ;ellr" :i:il oj^ .,le Lii'j Lil}l ,J Ji+;1 ",ft rf-)\ -t.:l-

jo v -f ,rle .rti'r-a ,('')JLLLJI Jr"-iju (l*:i o*uJl P'" 'J"6J! ''Ji e^h4 'VV ttu'

V: \-&.ri ;5-r- ! y'i J.!!J r,[* *] fjJl .,it !t-rl Jv J" i''" 'St:+ 'rt*r
1t. ;a1lr 4 as-t 4o .f :u'- 1-r'6J (#lr-! €.F af t-\ L* J-;---+ / t+'t*

c,U-!l oi,o d ,JJ+tr.*tl F, ,JCl .'ri tr. .:JJ:J ^-;: 7:*)\., q-rll ,"'-' 1.l.1 '(u')l \

7tj u 4l-- 
'i-, 

J;-+ lrUJ !+.r- ,l) * ,)t J'iJ ltU f-d;lfl dKi 'q-"i
.,?1 r \ . o d., tir 4 .iJ ,J lj, .rK -ri1 t/lp)l l'r'o ,;rle e'L-)l {--3J 9kJI .r"+

,+t *-l "*.r.ru4 .jrr 0! d J+ ''-a.rL-Jl 
4r-)l irn (u^ k':ttj,lt qlt 

'J .,'il u'
.6.Jlr ,rlr ,t-* Jo * 1- rl- 4!i ,i 1et$t ,r--t|t 6\ -rilJl cr! u-,-\\ 4)

Sc ai- 
"t 
t !1 .eL, -1i a-!, ;r,n- JsJ'+l 11-Jl cri 6 Cs^o- *\ z!'.')' ;t1l

it .:1"^ ,J!i (s;l+l .);\ 4 ^:",i'&i-9 ;{LJr t--'l\ v J-4ii '}1ll 'fut 
o\ 'y :e}l

.,ur1' 'gi:.. Ji" -btiJlt .:.,cb lj.A1 cidll ;H artj

6-flr,rilr .:,lei ;. :-r.r 4J dt'+ * )\.,r-brl ---'J ltt'' Jl "-;6-" r*tlE (";
.1et4l af t'.t a. -eV O1:* fi J5 A*) <SJt U aP

.r J. {n, ist s'i:.;}6 rtt's-;i t-i|)<- t'i'r;j;i ei't';r Ll,) 
';'-1 'ii d dJjr (vr)

'.ti i ),t'n, i';i Q.i i tt k,if: &' iri |.':z r- l.su.t * & 76'i : ! rl 1';;'-
(A i g irt'J+ .t !' "af'o )L'#'S'e d tlt;'5't'',) t i't''1 v. o i $; s W J ii t'

.(1\-1':;ll)
:p F-/r d5 .e; (ur)

Reading the verse under discussion in the light of the context, it is clear that the

:ews ari addresses here. The two previous sections deal, more ore less, with a

pirti.utur. :"*itn objection to the revelation of the Prophet' viz'' that they could.nol

;;6i; ** ;;"enton wtrtctr was not granted to.an _tsraetite. 
This is plainly stated

in w. 91 and 91. The same subject is continued, the Jews being addressed

throughout. Their objection wai: why another revelation sent down to Muhammad'

;;J ;d ;;t ; l;w containing new commandments promulgated? That objection

was to be answered. The answer was given partly in v. 105, and partly in the verse

undei aiscussion. In the former of thesl they are told that Allah chooses whom He

pi"i* ior. His revelation. In the latter, that if one law (i'e' the Jewish [aw) was

Sbiogjt"o, one better than it was given through the Holy Prophet' It should be 
.-

notel that the new law is here seied to be better than the one abrogated or like it'

It ii a fact that though the law of the Qur'an is decidedly superior to and more

cotpte'nensiue tttan-the previous lawsln most respects, y€t there are many points of

likeness in the two. Hence the words one like it are added' (Muhammad Ali' p' 47'

fn. 152)



{U+_r,j e_Slt .jjlt sJ.r'Lillt d}Jj..-lt r A

r- J1o o" a.b;irtzttr.,lr .verse - !m
,-[':l , f-.:,:i (message :;-J5 ;-r-.:.a !) c-r,-i ..r--< to cfi iJtl:, | 6.U;Jt 1f.:1 ,.lr5Jt
al r{l eVJ.aJ, J>t -p i;i-fr - :"\rr oj-o 4 * ueAr -(fr', :d;r i.jt}t + t'-Ui
.,iJl J|-, ,-r L:5 'tr J+ U .-*v o-iJ ,-) ,..; -d-$J.t ._,l{Jt r: .efr e.ff, ori
dT;Jr L,qI;r, 4T +..J ;_r-:r cir. Jl tjr ,; r:.,ct* L.f 1,':Jt-r";'"ti" i-i(tu .;o.lLr
g;::"-" c"i11" db-al ;j;rGJt lr4 LiJ .@U: Jo c'.l:* c,!)r .ir ir, q.i JF O!)
d .".ri,rJt ir-J Jt.5l # .l' r\ c-*; ti lilt c>\I .-a_;6i 1yr c-rr ;r rLJ,Jl ,_+
a*+ J! .fl*J ( li,r 6Le '?UJi ow )),,J oflt d -^-jjt Llt tK;! e 7_ At ,).n
t>!t ..j1 "'4t- )" ri ,,rb "+1" du."" r+ L. lr,! (#3 qyr o_r.^ r*a- \y.e5...,, :tl|:w
-2"",lS,si J*tP-,6)tAlt rlCl .')i .J" d,,tl ,r6trrL-q aS-*, \\t.J, Uii L
ri4t J, o\rL. ult 4ntJl +)l .:-,)L,J! o.e t--Jt dli;,t;Jt 

'*., 
..'1l;*l

,jb_1 , " f i ,revelation,i)-4 ( $a) fl (revelation :r 
C.,"_,,11 

t-r.A J "i:I" tiJ * ,l"l_.6'r.,o .*,n:
'oi-\J.:."i1" ,r" ir-:" i-K t^ r.$:.-i dr i.t<r" :J;, i;ur d tj.A or!=l Gt,
d cs,-!r iirr oL)Ul ... .lr u,'-:J CUI CJt+ Ft,pfl, dIJiJt or:I 6i, k l-rr.:_t
jl-".-c)l .;JYy)J c.,L)Jt ,rlc :J),rlJ 1:.-,-r^:-t jJJjJl . . .,(u')c,ljfr,It, ,- ,LllJ &JUjt
O*tL, L^u;i t tll 9u^ >,.,a;ll ,.o t ; .rt .rJt >te p;rr Lot +Jt / lrltj w.a..tl .J:, c.1 -:Jl
,-alt --,bl- ..--1 yt- kl(,l ,:<, ,.c- ! k*; € L.+,llt r- ,Err ilu, rri g; cpUt
dJ4 J *;Il rb'"; t .r^-+ i ,o-* i ,,s-. ;E i r-,,r.,o Lr= dLs- J<-iJt rj..; ,cb).,1.1

.r, 4+LJl t,)l (J,o, (s-l +;.p:jr i,.g.11, u,-i L t)l r"u .! ;*u.a.; )1 (,.r-iriJr .:,r;I , J.r

:J. f-r.ll ;)tl ,-a:; lvry
The principle laid.down in this passage - relaung to the supersession of the BiblicaldlspelTtion by that of the eur€n - has given 

'.i-se 
to an 

"i.n"ors 
interpretation bymany Musrim theorogians. The word Eyah ("message") occuning in this context isalso used to denote a ',verse" of the eur5n tUecarlse'every on of these verses

:onqins l message)' Taking this restricted meaning of the'term ayah, some schorarsmnclude from the above passage that certain versC's of the eur6ri nave Ueen%brogated" by God's commandbefore tf," l."u"f"uon of U,i [uran was completed....
Ihel 3p.pl9lt.difficutty in interpreung the above quraniilissage disappears
immediately if the term Eyah is understood, conectiy, as ,,r,iessagi, and'li we read
this verse in conjunction with the preceding one, which states Unt'fre:ews anO 

-
ciristians 

Jgfused to accept any reveration which might supersede that of th€ Bibre:ror' rr reao In this way' the abrogation rerates to the earrier divir. rnessagcs and notto any part of the Qu€n itself. (Muhammad Asad, p. 23, h. 97)
.(\ r^ :,r,!:Jr) (ok A g: E r;f) :.1u dl 4.,tlij 1v.;



t. t{.:,J (,.r,L,l J, u ,lT/! .:,UI ar, Jl .(Y')FF! ,i ri)t ;rs r)\4 L'}) ; a\r'e JI |tr

ir- .).,ull es ,Vr U ,-Fl: .tj,Jl d,\r!r g. .},utr a-P\ ':r' J' uit 
"!;)') t'

UO' ; .1 c-:-; uitt5 ("');r..Jl i"tt' ,J \r o fu1! F c-,!1 g- 
"i'r':; ')i dr^{:Jt

,2 rry;ur .:! Crf I L:<JJ rI;iJ a'r. O"r 'iIJJl 6'- t'9 ;ft ("n);'- g" t t t

.(Yl)r' K.,F e *'Jo-ii -r''tj..'rt-(,.

o-iriJl .:.,!i ;/ iY J,t\ifl Jil)J\ 92 (Verse :r liilJl t'-i 
'rt>-9 J)/!Ar ''rl 'r+-1

,u.t,x €s" ,5i (revelation :i.}( !P>lr! r'#1 'l' Ft "1F)l 
a!! FFI

b-55 ,-'., griJlr 
"s", 

dt-r& L^rali bll ,, !.-e-'-e- 4 tlit 'i,iv v':q O*o s'

$.-i.: ,k- ;Ju ! ;)t j ojr ,ri 6111 f"orl" r! "ai" 6" ..ri o!" Je' 
"1''" 

:i ':s;v'V
.--!.f * ^:^; Jtr.3r L.+:,r'i 6i, i.'t-* ,*':'-r';rr -r* JU rL L'F{L:' k- g<--

't'4,t

g;i csign :J! ta't-;1L;JJ llJl taLi'.' ;r i'rnr ,r+ oi Jt q;|{ u'v7 tJ G1
- - 

e+t u1ur ;t..,.r d! i! oi.^ -;!1 1!>l & .* it):F'!J "r,.)t"

:Jr,r dji ,J JJJ:j 1v,i;
',... ,i. ,.. , x t.. i,:a',. ,i.'i,+6.itilrli;tt'of.r';p"'r<"i.ii;;'& t c-*-'s rt-Jl
Pt a' t, r+)./,er\ 4\ o l4

'(\tt:;ll1) <ttfi"e
,r" r*/' f)t .r-; (ur)

The word which I have translatd by the word "revelations'.is Ayef "' It is not only^

;;'i;;;;; of ue qur-an, o,tln a g"n"'ar sense of God's revelations as in ii' 39

I"i ri,i 
"it'"iiigns 

* doo n historv or nature,.or miracles' as ii' sf it has even

been used for human signs and tokins of wonder as, for example, monuments and

land marks built by the ancienipeopte of 'Ad ()oryi' 128)' What is the meaning of

this? If we take it in a generat sensi, it means the God's Message form age to age ls

i*ivi itr" sime, urt G rorm miy ainer according to the,needs and exigencies of

in" ti'"i. mit rorm was different as given to Moses and then to Jesus and then to

l,runimtaa. some commentators apity it to the Ayat of the Qur-5n' There is nothing

O*"git"ty i" this if we believe in progiessive revelation' In iil 7 we are told

Jirti'i.tiv iuoui the Qur-an, that some of is verses are basic or fundamental' and

ohers are attegoricai and it is mischievous to treat the allegorical verses and follow

them literally. 6n the other hand, it is absurd to treat such 
^a..verse 

as ii' 115 as if it
, were aUrogiteA by ii. 14a about ifre Qibla. We turn to.the.Qibla, but we believe,that

iloa ir 
"ot"-iy 

inbne ptace. He is ev-rywhere. (Abdullah Yusuf Ali, p' 46, fn' 107)
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(Yr
'.rJ' .Lij :^l ( r ) Jr J

r;!;rr.Jl d f{rrirl eo, .Jt!r e-Jtt j .t - af rr;Llt a^..;dt ir gi C* |
J>ul ,.r Js rurlJ . "li.J-el" €i ,made known ;6rLc l-f -r--:_, (grr.r^3..r 

c}si _.,b1
:oliiJl f:f,Ll -L.e r-i rut lJ ,"(u".ai :i) ur;" gi rdecreed :,-1,;lr 4rJS ,srV j9 c.sV1
.6r r," )l y Ji i*+.Jr .-r gi ,.o'>5.--. r-:ut u^ r*J., ,,,ur,i,, cji ,dectared
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J:. "U! ai.rtlt .:.,u.i,(Jr ,rb b ,"r,, friy,Ji] ut r..r, ,irn uru,

f : ,t!t 3 L;ul !. )r -lJ p+.{, dfll err}t d Lo a+/r ,:,t}-;._t ,gi1
.\*.i .!,-a;ll o.F-, if t-;Ul f<- ,Si e?J-

Here it seems to refer to the burning words of prophets ,,-. r#IC.l;;*;:;''
Ali, p. 694, tn. 2L73)

ct-l--"r)r \J", . let-bl laL.e, rtJl o\t_r" :.-.oi t, (Ay c/) u"Jnt sl<Jt .J,J,ti qr et> rij (r1)
aJs<.--JJ f--ll.; 'L.alJt r+4*t fty-_t.,*"^l 6,l-ll ,s-i t#:r_l,grtir -uf ,,.-: llr .ti o-\ a/
- t t : o ra; trrs- : f{':* S f+'* j*!1,1r t- r r :y,f) f4 j s f+-+,f-!3,1rr : r .r.y

."(y. :o .r,,; f"-* [Lj<"] drl.l o"r F)l tr_r.rr ;*!J (\ y
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: ttJB
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:ij1l co-.p-,Jl "r,1" u:lt

((\ \ . :Jl,--e rir !.,.6- 
".;;i ti t '& :Jr,; alji J L.t (ieL41 G.r. - \

('{--4 i'L+ .].sr> tl*. i,!r (rr+;-!r ,,- zt )t i7s cJilJJ;Ur GJt J,6 li,AJ

Clll ,,!r .:lJ.! ..r15 crr c-r,r; r.rK- 1f .-r.-ty ..rt ; 9l ,,,t-\ 1 ;.,1t iy v ,i
.(tt\,lrr==r ,i irt ;

$., {i J. t:,t;) \ir-i e1,tji'SS :Jr; rJ-ri 4 L.f r.---r-r.!r1 "L}ilt ,*. -y
-,.-c,JE t.-.r.r..9 '"rrp Jt,Ji> :\rl"ri}l Jti clvv:;,.Jg <O ti:s1 g rit 

"7t
'<t'> <;'1J\t-'e u

1'2''r\:J' ';i j1 ;t;jt '& f;( jr> ,;* ^i A 6 ..r,!re ;str 6,r. -r,
t4 )li ;r-I':, rrtr,. J a;*J!, crf;Jl d J-.:J :..!tj> :r5 O,t JU c1 , :r"p;
t-- +,lr Jsjl 1,;,- jt c) Arit .<sit:b: ff j1> carlr .-r^ d 4Jr,it J'.!1

.t"',. 1,J,--"ry <{iU frt;W
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.>\" z-.t -aes+A !.1 ,oy' !.1 ci.i:tu qs.+ I e;r ,,,. +,Jl &rLJl r-&J ajL:Il i,:'-.- ll ;5v

li,aJ..1l ;)lr) Lr."* 11 ,J f>L")U c, ; 41 p>{-)l ol} L. U'lJ cqlrJ!;r,s-.1 c [1.^,]
,J! ;r$Jr .:J){-:,lJ uil F d +rlj ;tJr e)t oj* J\t ,+\ S't (Y) (otr-)r (\) +'?
(JLUr )Gi! ,) ur)J eJri e)\ rjt.!,)iJ (J"Ul ,t5,:! (r) ()rL\ a a Jo ")t J-,!-

J, c,--i:J 3)-)r ,:=', I u4J .FUilJ,JLUr ,>:,rI" "/l J^" ,Ji (JIe;Jr-;jl .rJ*.lJ

r./; .g1-)J r.r9f ;! (iE l."- lit< otr-)r f-eJ ..r15 -,u(Jt Jri di ,J .ULJ)U

t. + af .r, I ;J.rtlr c,*r, ok")l '1, dJL-4 ir,-dl -Jlli ,-, J &t ,,5 ,*,1;u,r*'
. (1, !l

:t r>rJl l)|5 u.jj (rv)

The logical conclusion of the evolution of religious history is a non-sectarian, non-racial, non-
docFinal, universal religion, which Islam claims to be. For Islam is just submission to the will
of God. This implies (f) Faith, (2) doing right, being an example to the others to do right, and
having the power to see that the right prevails, (3) eschewinq wrong, being an example to
the others to eschew wrong, and having the power to see that wrong and injustice are
defeated. lslam therefore lives. not for itselt but for mankind. The People of the Book, if only
they had faith, would be Muslims, for they had been prepared for Islam. Unfortunately. there
is Unfaith, but it can never harm tiose who carry the banner of Faith and Right, which must
always be victorious. (Abdullah Yusuf Ali, p. 15t, fn- 434)
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...it has to be borne in mind that the word islam in the Arabic of the eurhn means
complete devouon/submission to God, unmixed with worship of any other. All earlier
prophets are thus described in the eur'an as muslim, Those who read the word islam
in the sense of the. religion of the prophet Muhammad will set up a barrier,
illegitimately based on this verse, between Islam and other monotheistic religions.
(M.A.S. Abdel Haleem, p. )o(iv)

.(----A \ tYo .ilr irdr (;Ur )r)) vt e .C:.=."a!t ,ajAt ,--))\,_,,-:! .:^-<- :,b.;r 1r..y
. 1 t/r (r!5 Jl ,c*d (r4.:t Jit (r . I )
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,r" F/l q)\f ;9 1t.r;
According to almost all the authorities, the noun ummah denotes here "a time" or
"along period of time". (Muhammad Asad. p. 344, fn. 45)

.J, f-y'| p)5.r-3 1t. t;

Ummah means originally a way, course or mode of acting, a nation or a community,
but it also signifies a righteous man who is an object of imitation, one who is known
for goodness, a man combining all kinds of good qualities, one who has no equal'

r" f*ril f)5 .r-J () .")
(Muhammad Ali, p. 541, fn. l4O7)

Ummat: a model, pattern, example for imitation: but the idea that he was an Ummat

in himself, standing alone against his world, should not be lost sight of' (Abdullah

Yusuf Ali. p. 588, fn. 2156)
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This is one of the many meanings of the term ummah and, to my mind, the one
most appropriate in the above context. (Muhammad Asad, p. 415, fn. f44)

. 1 o I /,r, .,rl;tr ,J, d ,JUl C.l* (€r6,Ljl(r . v)

.qr/" ,rTlt 1r(-! g.r+r ,;Lrrjr ().^)



4iL..}J3r cJs]! JijJll j lslitll dl_,r.ill tA

;,r JE clro:'u1 (.:.,tliLi '; .:,CzL)Y :SW

.J ,ill Lt -! li.a qsltJ .(''1)<d+14 ! UjJl J'
4t C t^{ <c-,UJJl 6.r.
..*t;e qi " c'\:-,oe" s ;;5i

:;lJ'.jJr

y 1t t y pJl J!*'

. r 1 . /r (lajt J1r r+*; (+5 i/l ( \ .1)

.Jrll -El-iji r,rJP .+k -,!l e;rrt (\ \ ')
tf ,-At lY' .PJ ()\r)

Thetermmuhganahsignifiesliteral|y.'awomanwhoisfortified[againstunchastity]',,and
."r.i"i at* iin*.: (i) "a married'woman", (2) "a chast€ woman", and (3) "a free woman"'

nc*iOlng io 
"fmost 

ail authorities, al-muhsanet denotes in the above context "married

women". (Muhammad Asad, P. 106' fn. 26)

nvj; oi )! cmarried 
,: 
c,l*;/lr ".:,u,alt" J.;.r}t ti^ + ;,'r+tdl e+ f t"

c4f I otu ,jle .lailJ )* tr, c".;.rU.&Jt" qgi cchaste : l^;l i'L:+J;!l JL 'J'.b'- q tll
: ilJl d dL.'-)iJ> : J-.,E dt.-)l 

"t'I Cr c-b\)\ ,:>t>ri.' 4 t.s) tl ++ -rr lin-l

'h J^-, ,rle J+ trr .t" ''.,qo-, t+t; ,r nu. ti rt4- t|; .rl 'qt;"r l-.! tikll
:JE '! (a"rlt ,;J Cr -,. L,ul 4r -r--i r-e \+; 4 ,Y t' ;sJ' f+' * .,:r-/t
t"'e*9|t 6irl1" (\) :ot , t)Ai d-; c"1rf2!Jr r'al Calr;i,ft" : lir- 6' " t:'ae" e)L""">>

dU- d.3. ".:,g,-},t";r4:Jl riL.tl .-Jr! h,JJ .";+1 6lr'l' (r)., c":'i*'iJl ;ill" (Y)J

-' ' ')<<".:,t*1;Jt" i2!l oj-n

.tf irr.J tl,rr JrL!r dJt
wom€n
already
married

cnaste
married
women

women
already
married

marneo
alrcady
married

mautteo
women

ja Lt:;,Jlr.r,
:'L-rD (.*r

(r.

believing
free

woman

Ilee
believing
women

believing
women

tree
believiDg
women women

tr€e
believing
women

'&'nt"'t,
"t'\'*'€.

eti;JJ'.J.;
( :,-:'t+A

,t -. ,

4:t ''5r

lMal(e
theml

married
women.

cna$e chaste Berng
women who
_ givg

themselves
in honesl
wedlock

chaste chasle 'p ?(;.1>
1*e+c-J

it



*-F ll eia;! +lJ .r

+Jt ,o t-ro; i';t-" 4i ,free :l;J ll-lr.:-l sle .rr,+;ft 3.* JL:Jl C;Jfl +J
.j, /"-,ill iJi -Lr irt!

e .tn; ((chaste) .>t;=;e 6; (Jl-:Jl a-r.j'fl .) crt'.?c .ri sle ;,t+-r:ll t-J'ii

Fi A+.tz ;i6; ,trt;

,;'f ..+, 7by i'c'l;*;c" r5i cchaste :J! tr ".:.,L-a=" tA ,j)e r^c e>N
: i _t-- t4'c.:j4r el_rjjU g---+ ! ;>{-)r ,:i a.U-y- ;ip :Jra !^:Lfr d dr.a>)r

ti ,"u,.o- ,rr<tr or.f" ,€i ," j2-' 
-, 
jlr ;,. ,Lr, try; ;i;.r a\, !.s,i &t ''Jr.4.-)1"

.t" ",,"u'rr'" .li ".rr.(J.r :*.j" e- "ota,-)|" i.-ael), gi [:i.'-.-1 i4;';i-,ll cit5

:C.rrll t.r5 + L;lrl U/ e..u-t .r..c. "r."..<; .-r.-i ,:--t $ ,+; J.:t U, it.)t )Et
they being women who give themselves in honest :J! -r--i -r..-e o+i rii
oj-o>> : aJjr i+t'lt + dt+J ("-i.iJt ntr)r ,!,- C ;re--ai J#- e\; *-f" +i cwedlock

.t-"".> ) a\t)t dl.- + t4 C-s*. 4 -tts*t C. q^-+l c,ti)\Jt cri e'- / ). "ci'.-'lt.q.ts)t ep Cflt l-r^ C| ,rt -)l ;si <st sat .t"t)..;l-*l1 :/et ! oj ) 7!r ri'" 4,

.-ut&> :C;_j,ll ti,a ,3 "r.-'L-eei' ],.,,.n ,--a !, JU i! #JJJI lt )l Jy 6. .;;l ri,6,

. e!)Ur .,-- - U^J l,{ CIJJI o1.r ir.rl-tl CK t4 fi .+l V.,(Jt .("t)<,CKJq

c".:'ln 2;. 
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rrL>r" gi (make them married women :Jl fillt .r..c. -r..-r --"ri1
, >-.-a-ill a-*l c,Sl :^_l

:I".^rli

q&iJ5 r.r ; i

:i-,l1.tJt

n shourd ... be noted that rstam does not alow ter*r".,.ufifX iff;J""
only ihsen, bking a woman impermanent marriage, from the roof hasuna, iila
9la,ce). 

was in€ccessible, or (a woman) was chaste or married, ihsan ti'rus meaning
fortifying a place or marrying. (Muhammad Ali, p, lg7, fn. 56d)

.ro F-r.lr ;)Lf ;1 1r r ry
This passage lays down in an unequivocal manner that sexual relations with female
slaves-are fr.mitted only on the basis of marriage, and that in this respect there iJ
no difference between them and free women. (tutuhammad A6ad, p. lO7, tn.32)

. t r v/r .;!;-'Jt 1t-. .qrr.Jr 1r r ry
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aF ol'., 0)tl JaLr.I !'J'
test (v.) A ICSI frial trial trial trial

{d; ;-J'i
1r",,u!';

pe$ecutlon clvrl Al-Fitnah oppression tumult and
oppression

persecution 'r:t\ trA\.t,

<;t,i

rn melt
attemPt ro

maKe
touble

s€eking
discord

AlLrtnah
(polytheism

seeKrng
out [what
is bound
to createl

seeking
discord

seeKrng rc
mislead

J ir:il' L:ij)

"'' i!
c, r_G_r"



ol , c .^-ll , .i" J, :rl " r

and trials) confusion

,\41 ,.. ;u:
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JI) (r!/,'

punishment trial tnal
(prmishment,
l.e. Dumrng,

mal mal Persecution '"Ji:t- \tut,
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(!Jt..u-i
, o,,,r'.il'1

(r l

I
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discord
among you

lookrng
to

make
trouble
for you

sowlng
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Seekrng to
sur up
discord

sowrng
sedition

seekrng (to
sow)

dissension

,;;'|,

!r :? ,a ,.) ' '

4r+(d,6*
(tv:i/)

to rebel to
dissent

and
join in
civil

Abhithah
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renegade
fiom lslam

to
polytheism)

IO Commlt
apostasy

lnclled to
sedition

to wage

(against
the

Muslims)
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they wrll
only say
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able to say
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,i!t rj€
'!) ,rtij6\st

1J5 )J
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(Ji .test ;i .trial :Jl -E;JJI :+; ;Le trA;1 i ;e/r ,tf 14 JJ\,t ea,I\ .t
."r1',:>t1 ..rl-.:,t"

q5 *;:Jr ,1Jr 4 *J ;rn At ;.,, Avt '.r-- .=jLr LiUr oi J4 OL:Jt C.,Jlr +Jls .rto ;l-rr ."5t(L;1" qii cpersecution :J) Ja.;]Jt .')e J^-. r*_/ -rii .">{+ .g-.l.J
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::ljC;>:a:!l e, sLKr oi,o.r^;- -r,4, ,{"u)"6,51 &-j^r JJI ae ctsb\t "1 "i!ar g

L,?f, c,:;, ::-t! *_ k; l, E *""2t 4 elsq 
"y 

x )91'r.:r 4, f
.lr .[.* ..rt r-tiJl r-r' e, attt;., U4'";.';{l"J ,1r''u ,r,ri (;J'C4\i ,!t +';{t + *(
&::.;.,nllt >\4.b-bt e,b )'- lja; .ll+l r"-ll j. ,r"U\ '*).6ilr Ji<lJ (flll -).'-JlJ

,: a,4 J-)t ur(i .!r$ l)-)l dt'> :a)A "',r:t" li'i.ljr &'., ['-e . .lr ,5e-) * .,.,\
(' 

' 
n)<<rl.{.L-;t ,ji .t"n',rti F- + Cy-)' F G- 'r;Jr4 t )y ro;Li t ! :aar

,--lla;yl" .9i .tumult and oppression : Jl i-;lll

c,t-I-)l etF, ,J c-)t oj,. re F) :4Jj{ a,Jl}r d U,A

oj,. + d; ;rlr o;-o .)i A\ ;r, u1 6t ,e,,J\ o, .rrUr llJl + i:c$l + c--iJ 6Jr

d' K, :r \r-f g<- _6 i:6 s ,rjg ,\9 l^-.:4 .:.irl dji ,J o-,.JJl .rtt' .i.-u!l

-l-J tf ).j., .,J;u- at4; ;r g<'L:,..l!-Lll r4.h.ai ael':' ;c ^U- JJiJ)t \# oV
c:-.Lj ;-r,e tj.o ,-rt5., cil-*Jl J.' ,J t4 ljtJl tu$l ..s-r,i J).* ul-t clri aJ, ;_.j',Jl,,i

e .?rt u&t:, tf r+t '"- .f -t;eIJt :t-r.:-t; cin.2> o."ii Jl Ll :J , >t<loi'lJ

. .. i.itij)r ,bz \2 'a.bt+, i:,._)\ 4 | .J'ui' +_: !:iul L4 ,i ..lll ;rJt i-t- 
":if.' '(<

clt Us c--,t l"t<i i..t r'i !'jjr .-,-J >-r::i r* Jr irrlijr r+./Ir Jf'j +U' oi-A rJ- J4 (1\v)

'!tr:l-irJ

't,? ii.C'tl:Jt.- rJ9.-,!,j-,;ljr .Jrs J .\^t-\^r/^ (€rur c.i+e4J}r u'ner*(rr^)

.(\ tr- :.Pl) (o;p, * !1 irr:,i:,ti i;it ot; ^is.r'"tt "k"t'qik
tr" r*y'r 1)t.' .r";; 1t t r;

The word which I have rendered as pers€cution is fitnah, \4hich originally means a buming with fire,
and then afniction, distress, and hardship, slaughter, misleading or causing to en, and seduction from
faith by any means (LL). An explanation of these words is met in v. 217: 'They ask thee about fighting
in the sacred month. S;y: Fighting in it is a gtave offence. But hindering (men) from AlEh's way and

denyingHimandtheSacredmosqueandturningitspeopleoutofitarestillgraverwlthAllah,and
pe.secition is grave. than slaughter.', Fitnah is tius synonymous with hindeting men from Algiht way

lnO tt" Sa".eO-mo.que, and d;nying AlEh and turning people out of the Sacred Mosque, and indicates

the persecution of Muslims. Ibn 'umar explained the word fitnah when he said: "And there were very

few Mudims so a man used to be persecuted on account of his religion: they either murdered him or

ruUj"at"d iri. to tott,,res until IslEm became predominant, then thete was no fitnah, i'e' persecutlon"

(8. 65; ii, 30). (Muhammad Ali, p. 81, fn. 241)

This passage is ittustated by the events that happened at Hudaio,* t *" t'i'#JH fr:, 
t,- 

- 
'

thouoh it is not clear that it was revealed on that occasion. The Mudims were at this time a strong and

innuJnfiuf iornrunitv. Many of them were exiles from Mecca, where the Pag€ns had esbblished an

iniof.iunt 
"uto"tacy,'perseiuting 

Muslims, preventing them from visitlng their homes' and even keeplng

$rlr ouiui ro.." i.m performing Pilgrimige during the universally recognized perlod of truce' Thls

was intolerance, oppression, and autoiracY to the last degree, ancl the mere readiness of the Musllms

6 
"nfor." 

tf,eiridis as Atab citizens resulted without bloodshed In an agreement whlch the Muslims

iirUli"rV "u--.i. 
.rtte 

Pagans, however had no scruples in bteaking Faith " (Abdallah Yusuf Ali' p 76'

frr. 205)

* -u" Atr,t (-J )
oJ!:,.| C-,,-J;ll L.itJ ("rl 

€ 
L ;YlJ



ar-i) :4Jtr L-rUl .?,jlr:,:kL+t gi (oppression :J! lr;l\ r-1 J^j f-)-)t
J),t; g .*-s $ rJju J.f "l' gtl-rtt 'S c'.J"j LAr_r.i ,")t6.L..b1" Jl;U--lt lj^ + "a.:ii"

t"",,1.7yr otJ ,lrD L-Jlr {,Jt{ .v) 6;, e}l

i tAtr, r,..rJJ al-Fitndh :r irrsi)l ijJjl J! la-iul eF;.j ov j J)Jr rk.lJ
.i .',.,,a!\ 1i ryt:-)t ji r'..1 ,Jk)t .r-., .Or.r ;3t, .:.! Jt ;:'-:ttr, :dJ4 !.5,*1

It i l-.b1 .*+,.lr Ft ,.-ijJt iJi 4 Jt.!.;,,t ia-r;jl oj- .ri grJJr g._1 .(''')<<:l,LJt

J-i L.' dLJr Jy- ;r r1 * ,e- t-*, .ri cJ;: Ja,iJJ :l.:Al +ull e.- 3;ruJl

..-,1;-!t .lr+/t

/ ,e s q.ll ,tv y rl.:tl Oi il .41 l-r+) I 
=. arJt ;a*!.t o, gi ,..j i _,

,,-a ,p (5'J1 f+ ill oi ;..qy ."ilo!t .+ )t" qi (civil war :Jl Ja'i!! f-J tl rt j)\

aJ<J, cu.a o;t:-l =:- ")c 
-;z :ti t.,lr- ) cri^ o-1t".'t .rle J); <si tt*1f!J (U, 4

"*t 
"S siq'U tt Jq l\'-4\ j&, ;r:x&.a:Jur di gr-r a;a-; J\ a:*)u

\'j .FAt t ,si ai,; fi, +'l + *i iirt, er;jr ,,-::,iri * k; :ut ,p *,.,.,. . ,.: .i . .. .: i;.1:: .:',>' '.'.'- r,. : o .2. i-.'-;'. i,.,D ttt .:--4 9i ;f p.+ t*J :.,' t I f\bt:,t )\ p.+) Jf e )ti.6- e- *.\4 ortJ
i,;,\ <o)J1G ei. s. .f:t ,+e:"i 'e*--:'tlt i;t\j'q\J\ e|d3f ".i+ |!+i'tfl
f*rdl ,fi tjr ;,. <&t c":k]..alt" (ri (persecution : J! "iri" -bA g..t+ or,4 ((y \ v

.k,t- ..--4 J;t-;J!r c+r J -r<-4

.rI" ;."3t - ,J c9.,p_1 .":QJa;;*l" rji ,persecution :J!.lu,ilJi .*J}l -Lr e f**S
,_,t,, ,, fl/l -l"Jl .lp f.A f<It ,f i s-\ A- r'1 ..5J a-":tsl.;|") ;,J-Yl lj,i orL:rl

:i?!r o-ia g L..f },.rr ...;^" ut.-t i+lr iill er "Jr" ;rr!l .-l-rJ .".ri:Jr if LuJl
.(\to-\ \A ,,a cp\11\- ci-,ruJt ,itt.,tl ..r(* fG ,tD 'd (*<fi' J , "a-e:Q,L;|"

^& C-t cz j)\ 6r- !.. (\ \ v) irll U f--;rl J.4 d .(1'r)("J1" .-+lt ;t:i .J ,r",

rA 1*,.f t 1)t.' .p,., 1r r r ;
The translation, in this context of fitnah as "oppression,, is justified by the application of this
term to any affliction which may cause man to go asfay and to lose his faith in spiritual
values (cf. Usan aFcArab). (Muhammad Asad, p. 41, fn. 168)

'J^ ':4,.'tfl 1)'if .r-; 1t rr;
AFFitnah: polytheism, to disbelieve after one has believed in All6h, or a t ial or a calamity or
an affliction (Al-Hilali and Khan, p. 39, fn. 2)

::^ C*J.fl f)t urJ ( ) yy)

Persecuung you unlawfully is worse than you killing them in the precincts in self-defence.,
The article aF in Arabic sometmes takes the prace of a pronoun, as here'their persecution'
and 'your killing them' (Tammam Hassan,.al-Bayan, Caiio, 1993, f18_45); it is ;ot the generic
al-, d.2:217. See atso 2: 217. (M.A.S. Abdel Hateem, p. 21, fn. e)



ct^+ri: er-Flt Ol:ilt os ol;tllt cl:j.':"Jt o r

Q f<--.:i je O Jrd"-,bfi C+ .ri J-. '*--e. *i nr-, r,rL..) ,.Ui ,,u :-, .r!> :Jr4 q=f"

.t"t),<1\ 1\; t>rl gk:l 1-\,6 dJ .ll+t ,€-:Jl

LU" g;i .seeking to mislead :J1 u;frl f j J. .t --e oi ,e;.:Jl.:Jl C^,rfl ,JJ

i;t)! f- :rill; r,r:Jl "J)-,1" \F^ "asJl"> :>Uu 4-rUl + "Y," A-, 7-t-: i'J>-a2,1

>-tt>l t*s.Jrll u"ttitl : p;t1 "qi)t .-r>uri' Ji ,"a;;l e." si (es-lt Cu: ...d
.<"')<<.-rirdr ,r ri yer .a;--ir*; .l1A\ ;r, 44 y-;:; dJ;; .(rd

UJ"" g;i cseeking discord : J! C.'"rll U'a d L:ltl 
\FIe qirl i,tls+ e- *:

."i5i]r .j>{.:,:)

(seeking out lwhat is bound to create] confusion :Jl !.;|J! o:-F.ui -r".s t i

d .J! rtjlr "6\;tt ,'tp+t">>,>(Ju ,=r*r ,1 5,r, i',9iSt ,-,,\}.->\ f^-e e+ tr] 
't-rg" ,;;l

.("') <<1gr:^r1t :pry "i.tL.cr .":,J"r" [;,ct^:.fr U pJ Ut]t.:,Llr .# af C4 ::-lr

.p;:lr g Jr;rYr .. ^jlu .jL- JJJ+ xlJ

polytheism, :r,); t5;*y es oLr- r.rt'.-2y f "i.rr" Ji;J .rl'.J J).Al ,^;.1J
qr- |-e 4 q r.!J\ t*-;3 (Jle 1-r":rl t.ji qlt ,-l e J\f 4 d ("iPl (.dJ^iJl" g;i ttrials

,J/'Jr JI Lr)\: ci21r >tr .-..l. cJr +J; t-4 Jrlr otS +f F*, ljrJ (ir!r oi-a

eirrt ..:.,t*Jt rull : L<+Ur . Jr.:Jl rti;,t : tJ-1i ..r!y tl1 rc^-i:Jl J"i JlJii f3.r4
6:lr!" :oL- :Jv u" Jy..,|J,..JL' .r:JJtl .\1\1 :,;** t\ Jtt>> :i)A gult 6Jt g;rajt

.tt 
t 
"',, "r-.ut1 .,q.:Jt

.,)c .;-. t- nrr.o Ji uf Lu Ja.;lr 4 -15 cui :-,t-t

:9 1*rJt l){' c.'ajj (\ Y !)

To persecute people for believing in God is a worse offence than for the aggrieved
party to fight back in the prohibited month. This turther explains verse 191. (M'A'S.

Abdef Haleem' p' 24' tn' a) 
:J^ c-ilr p\f .;1 1r ro;

The fitnah is the misleading of the people (T, LL), or the sowing of dissension, or
difference of opinion (T, LL). By giving to one an interpretation which is falsified by
another. (Muhammad Ali, p. 130. fn. 388)

J" e*.Il tlS .pJ (\Il)

The "confusion" referred to here is a consequence of interpreting allegorical
passages in an "arbitrary manner" (ZamaksharT) (Muhammad FsF,d, p' 67, fn' 7)

. r lv/r ,".r.ipt r6-'!i ,J dqJr g't* cq'iaj(t rv;



tp C" gi (in their attempt to make trouble :J! la.ilJl dll -' tc r'1 (-)'2t
t.o :1.,!u rl f-."- t.(+i Gi U .:sll 4 ^4-t ip -LilJl a.-J;Jl .j^ r-.t / olJ ( ",ltL:ll .jl,

.,_r"LJl sle u-..i-:Jl

:J! ,rle -r."= a-rJi clilJl i..-i J ljiljrl Jell'l ri 14 Clrl e" )t C

G'r."ini" ,)o .-oy_#r, :.JF L.rgl O o>\t eJ"tt c":kh;t" r;i (persecution

A\t: t ,|tr tt*t lj.o ;,. guJl e;t A i^lrr-; &Jl ,,r^:] r r \ t'r 4-r,ltl ,!'jl ,t a.t-)!l

6- c."^-rj r--rdt r iJ;lJ oj.y. ( " n)<<;.r-lJr 
aa:raL-;Y,"1 .-,tilr J-,j, u6': >laj"-i)r

.!:tlt ir At, \-S u-Fl 4,--!l AW C ,- rl,.lj *.+, pc: cJi;lJt

;o9 ctriaf :JI liul € -Ar ,tu jl.-u-i -r-=1 , q!- ,-r-,t,5rt,r..9 iJ, F r-.*l
;r-- t ,*. '\ )t v:b t L-.,.i y! .rl-.J .J>tJl J- lry crrb.:.!I1 .21.':!r +,, q>32 .LA

:J1 !';ul 

"g',^.o 
,ue g*tl ."A/t 9r.7uJt" :g;i (punishment, i.e. burning : tjK.a

. "*,tio" q5i (punishment

seeking (to sow) :Jl (kiJl .<JJ,a) \!t r^c fzr .o-,Wt ea -$ e,
rJi ,sowing sedition :Jl i5te -Lj k+ij ."!j>{}'l at W" g;i rdissension

r5i (seeking to stir up discord :J! -u-i -r--c \+ra; .''1Jr::i)r1 airiJt) r;:iJl Aso;---+"

ql{ ,fv i i+; r.i . * -*rr.6u.r 1+r, .)tdj J)ft ej:: .".-.,>rfr ;re Ll!"
'^-+; agt,".-is-tjll p<J .-..,,.+ ti,.c er-./-.-1" gi clooking to make trouble for you :spJ
:J! (i::Jr Fr'") dfu- I e-?-:.a,-yl dr" J 6tetr, kj drf ,..rJ-, c6:_r= *e, uV

.".*<! -i>\lr L' OLV" 4i rtrying to.sow discord among you

to wage war (against :J! (a:i.ll lJ!-) t; dt -u-* ..ri,,"rLJl e.;\ e 6J,
lr.aj .:rtr-ll o-ia> :oJ_4; i,-tGl d .;l,i__: .'k;o-Ufr J.> Ur r-;-:J" q5i ((the Muslim
..-l-;r, i.lJlt j.l',f,..: rJ1 r6s-1Jr ,t-r.l rri;t: ) e< ru-!l tJ,.ri dr,jjt ;iliLlt Jl,_

.(t 
t l)<<aerl"r,:-t tJ+! ;a-Ul t-1t.} o-, :l/)t ,+-;, ,,)L 9 7I

-4iAt> t-;tt J1 ti3" .5i (incited to sedition :J! Ja.;ljt qrte ;,-, )ntr,- g*l
,,e;,Jl t A (a:rr!r d'tFl or-r,llr ,, qi 7tL..t j> :i;u "r!l ,rp .rtqJ ("(Jr:ryt;

-r" 9-y'1 1)t5 ,.r;1 1t r,ry
For fitnah meaning persecution, se9 241-.-Tasting of persecution signifies receivingpunishment for their persecution of the Muslims: (Muhammad Ali. ;. 98g, fn. T46)

rhes€ verses describe the condition of the hypocrites, "r";;IJlfJ;J;:lllTiig-"-e-ii"+ Pe opponents 
91qr9 ry;.sri1's:!i;;:;;;;; entered into the cityTrom another side and invited them to join hands with him,toignt against theMuslims, they woutd have been ready io fight. tmrf,-jirriia ef,, pp. 803_4, tn. IgTg)



+it +:3 arJsl Jl jll
J,r-l g+ol)t el-t:-|\ \19r,c ,Jl-f t, !! ,1oiV 1i ))i .)J+ ;x-lJr ,rb .. . rr.:Jr
(;+-fJr JUt +!- L4 :.-;11 ;.:i tSt * .t- rt i:ttt,l-, q)e r^e f J* .,tt',,,e+r.-Ui
to dissent and :J! ..bi!r (|s e-,.- >! c,,Jlr "r.-o .t-c 1 g$ ,fu, w,F Jr* tts,
(to rebel :J! ta+;; +Lt J,.e t i ,"!L.i .+r e \-f t4t tyr^1" 4\ cjoin in civit war

."lrr *J" q5i

tl," ;'-;11 e-iJ ."tr-urt" lti (to commit apostasy :U L-ltl -bi I t-;J
GJr dt^;rc d r.:j Jd o\ ?i4 - rj:b,rb - rl du.J dy.{,1 r..-i rj,o.-"69 .i:rjrr

Jl p>t-yt -t L-r. )t" #;i (to renegade from lslam to polytheism : rltJt< ;x-i ;e
."ir:Jl

tr lr[:er f-Ari! t:j:i -r.l r+!i j<- | i ..ttAt t> :q1bJt JU t.f CLJI Cfll Li

{rlr '".,. ruru coJ! ljo f {Jl ,: \r} | .r:+/1-l .'(''') <<irL, !-.:,Jt ..;, ie- erJ-

/y c5i .subterfuge : .,le .-i--; .lt-r-r Jt:.*lJ !6rl- (ti cexcuse :-a)t 4$ u"v;1
r-e r^? t "r-.i -r,^g V ,,F S ,e-A\ -u" O, &Jl qf iit;! oj-r9 tr.e>[.:.Il <, d9+l qtJl

f-€-..-", )) i5i . they will only sayJ cthey will only be able to say :J! taF; Jtii' f.lll
,J>rfr gr ua1 .;.r-)l A-i ,e- pJ (c-er+i o Lz-lt ^:i G^, ait;! o; ,s)4t ((lrtr oi !!
excuses or :rf1ri rrll J i:Jl, ,l,I1 ,-*.t ;n \->.^b tr 6 j*tt\ d Le.-e- .rB:

lrtjJi L{..ra- u" <Si aP:.Jt-r- 1i cc,),ei, -1i .rtjrl :qti (statements or arguments

..?11 d Ja.;ll j,. )lrll C. AtJr 'ar'\;'

lb la;J "Lj" la;J .ri J! 441 C tf (.j)^:t-)l lj-o >7 ..ri Jl 3'.-ijl .,-\4 ulJ

.dLJl a*j g;r11 r*-j:Jl ;.,, * ,-Fe ';i 1 'o+U\ A;"-

:J^ f-/r i)t5 .r;-9 1t r ' 1

If any of the enemy had been able to penetrate into the City'. the disaffected

uf"rn6nt... would hive risen against the Muslims at once - with no delay except what

.ightt'i"" Gen necessary to puion ttteit attour and arms' (Abdullah Yusuf Ali' p'

U07' fn. 3685) 
.1-. ./r r .r1;1LJr 6rr;



: L.lJ l-'

<r?\ )" s

: i-rl1J I

:o;*1 tu)\i ,)t f-F,.r-ilr g ;*;r u;t 
"1,-

':.t1:, a 2ir ;, r:- js ?')t '& et f.Jr> :Jr,' 4ri e1 L.' c-.,uJr srr. - r

. ( \ r r :.l,r'!,) <U.t -\ e lt; S|S t U ?ll vLt,L'C*? C't+ V S.

..,1 Ju ((r, :Ju!9 (9ri,.lJr i: "€:-,.,+!i) ,Jl-j i)i 4 (J,.Lrr 6,r. -t
.t'"',,1o- -hv s u.t- s ;:" 4l>> : tS

iS .tt q,tt,1.:/r9 (li.iru 'v\t1l :)w dy + q*.f' ,i ,;tir!r 6.r. -y
.(''*'r+&u; ,t-.At w ..,r At ,t5:* ;;Jr ,i-

\iJr eerj,r dt Jiilt r.i4 Lrr , *at Jy a-$t;n 6>r,. .i di J! d,+tr r{r,
(!trf ,lb !.:.:l U.i dri J\o'>t|.rf.e, Jll'l I g9" j>t;r 4V 4 el c\gl r.1-1

.11'Jr u.6 uaoai '..tu. ,t lSl ,.'--,At Jtjgi ,-ItiJ ,fi & e €i tiqlg; ;1lr

.Ltp 6,L-itl .42 eiYtl alr- l.,i ir'J

:;Lin:Jl

,tF irl+J +:'tar rrtiJr drJl
prague plague punishment plague The Penalty plague rr3 u.!i)

1::),'&

satan s
pollution

Ine
taint of
Satan

I<ilz
(whisp€ring,

evil-
suggestions,

etc.)

Satan's
unclean

whisperings

lhe starn ot
Satan

lne
uncleanness
ofthe devil

4ii>.. '2.
(.')r1:" rr

(\ \
Filrh filrh Ar-Rujz (tf€

idols)
defilement Abomlnatton

(Cf. p. 1640,
fn.5780)

UncIeanness
(relates this

to the
prevrous

6y<th. Cf. p.
I I14, fn.
2598)
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, c .-Jl .1" l' :rl o :

-Dr or.J+iJl z-- 1- 1" :,.gi (Satan's unclean whisperings :J) .=.ri .s-i t-t t
.rl+.).iJ ."oUJl 4$ & t--a+" : \ra Vr, ,4* oj-a o;!=l ,rb;L:9 <' "i+rlr

-J'Et .'Ut -,, .^-Ul lJ,)- e-|.+ t ..,+ -r!i .rtc .,(ll .r:.Jl >9..:-\ c6,:|) a{ rJ\
!)J (("u*Ejlr / JUJI 'a-e-1"1t;.a I yA Ob. ,.rA * arJll r,;.r €s ,j*St
.tttu' ,a(."!o -c\ af qtrJ

F)" J^ -AU -r.' ,rLe-

t + q5i.Jr) ga:$c .ts) ,i" f6-: e\n ,25 -h" JS lti
di"lfl .,.U1 si dr, qSjJi n.- ;-J .1)UJl !.-Ai-ll ,{"El L..J

.L- Or!":Jr )JrJ eUJv fJ),',.;.b)t 2L a:-e-1ri "dtLJl

R4z (whispering, : U(r q-u d-:Jt i ?) i.lt ;r.,i; J! dl--J +yll .-.^!J
."{l! .;,rr.:^tt ct l+)1J {a- y }t; ;> }t" :4i (evil-suggestions, etc.)

the taint of :u;i Jtii 4l l-^i l, Jr u],l J, ,,$t ,..o .t--*1 ,.s )t o"Vji V\,

. "oua.iJl ',-);" :$\ (Satan's pollution : r,.-11 JUJ r'".rt!.Jt -,L!" :c;i rSatan

aa:,; ..rti1!t ,r^ Ju ir f-F-i (.:Jt:Jl g.)\ e " r)l'C- + .')r1irJlJri *it .rr
jl4r) : qr>\i>Yl U6 sb UJri cFJ.Jl JEJ .r.,-Jt ,rr J6 if f,*-_l ci-t-zJl ,r.o J6;".
.r!'.1 l-lJJ (4.2u?! crr':-- lt" Ji,iJ J{, .<JL.c!t sr,.,,UJt JJ .-::i 1, r2..6t :a?!l

:J'ii d,LJl !)t sie.t"LJ c39."r-t Jt" :g;i .Uncleanness :.} -r".= Jtii .,)F1.1
d t^S (.-JJr r4.alr 

"t*ri 
^- t *-.J1 ,c*; q- )*t ,+t\ Ji * e;1, 

y -,1":Jl .rddr>
.('"n) "i-l-,-rlt Jui -a. s-e ,.i ,). gr) 6Jl (riJt-Jt 4i1t dr.

,!,tu 
".]"r, 

i' i-J :^ r., .|5" :gi (Abomination , cp Ju.:c;,rr ,r,-' ..a-rg)

ott 4ji J*.:+r ;.._1 ,..,u9!t 6>L.e a, ,.r-a.ir lf e+.j r., arv) ,;) ,^ u ,^F , v'St 3i ;*!St;
Jf- (5^J ,ai!r ;,LJr, \)b )us -4).ie Jl-,|.& eri G.. d jtJ ) riF., ef+ jr:J\r,,

"^,<<gi., .-l).bt, et ,.

."rdl .r. ,,-i+ us c1L;!1" :g;i cdefilement :1 c+; Jt _u,l ,r..-e ,_",o!,

:r" f*,il lat .F,, (\ rv)
Llt., 'take away from you the pofiuuon of satan''. Immediatery before the begrnning of the batde, t]€ Meccan army
inv,es_ied-the 

-wells 
of Badr, thus depriving.thel{uslims of water; and. under ite inn-uence of tfri6t, sorne of the tatierre prey to uner c!€sparr (here synbolized by "satan's unclean whisperings") - when, suddenly, abundant iah fell

ancl enabled them to sausry thetr thtrst (Tabari, on the authodty of ibn dOtasl. lUutrammaa i,sA, p, +tl, tn. tZ)
:;* g-rJt p)5 .ra;; 1r ra;

Purification of the garments does not relate only to the outward act of purification, but also to thepurification of the heart, as is shown in the next verse, which contains a command to shun every krnd of
uncleanness. (Muhammad Ali, p. 11fS, fu, 2598)

:.:o r.*y'r ltt crajJ () rr)
RuJz or RiJz: abomination: usually understood to refer to ldolatry. It is even posstble that there was an tdol calledRujz'.aut ithas a.wider srgnificabon, as incruding a mentar state opposed tolu- worsn'p, a state or oourt orindeclslon. (Abdullah yusufAli, p. 1640, fn. 57gO) '



€ -ls ,*i l.,i ("(lti..!D ,* )\" :,Ji .Ar-Rujz (the idols) :r .ri--1 JlJr a-+,:1_1

_,, Ji" :)lju i":tll +;.L, ci y! clr +" -r-=,_L.:lj'fJ (";JUjJI" :rJi cfilth :r..+_,:l
(\ t )r- !,, 

'..(,., +r, Jr")r a_.1..

,rr!r .t;tJl

J,l.J!l lrbJ ."rry!r" .uuti u1 iji\>;,-+ J-$ ,J' 'r-rr c,lr! lrLijll .r,J
..sJ1 .rl:t.i b\s aa s, + !l .\j J; +Jl C.,lrfl et- J bl: e .rb +t +Jl 1ii;Jr

. o!.-t (;lrJl .cjtl :('1')r.ru;,,,1 ;r iul /:Jr r^'.rji gr rr-g'i c'p1 J")

(ijlJl -;1J kj ,r"11 &Jl i! ..-r.^ .!l,r!r JruJll i-lr: r+ill j, 4i J )j' \t

-ljre ri ;4i'/'l .a ;:i 4 a*1 a\t 6,2-i o+t es.ful GJl Jl -l*rl g* rlt 3-+ )1
L.o Lu-rr: ,) €er .,*. e-, e --v ,F.:.-i-- )e ;t-.Jl aU 

* ri uai .''!J r-€,'

'gf; "r;!l -buJi ;" t)r

ee e!J\ Ji A\ .t ctJ)t f , 
^+ 

u.jr .-,i 
('")r,ru 

,.r f.+ i'gl;,t" Lail 
'!-ri

.aji.a!r Jl*Jl ,yAt g ((v.^.:,L-jr,) a9+* 9:.J e"eS it>:Jl,,j a)i )! -51F1
.(\!$eLJl CJJ t* Je-r4 J o1rill -i!*l1

,-:. 
'.-/' 

;)df .r-.9 1t I ';

Or "from all idolatry". (M.A.S. AMel Haleem, p. 397, fn' b)

. ()-I' r' .:..:Jr er$ -;J-.LiJl - c,rlr ,r: i5i; \lq-\r-\i t ":ri,;Jr f:b i JI;;)r '\JLJoJl(lt\)
' l rl !,4 ((iitJl C*/1(\ !Y)

.\# dlii J" it-|J t15 ;r1t1cg:;lt1.4tA\ t)e'w J':At rliir(ltr)

:uf"t'*ll

rs-of a,rrJ d)[A c)'
Constellations constellations the blg

stars
great

constellations
'l he

Zodiacal
Signs

strongholds ",d'r,

, A1t

<t Ec\

!

hrgh towers tortllred fortresscs lowers towers _*,
c';s

<'Xr

(YA

Crr' 
ju i., (l { ) dr JJJ+r



11

U-o; cdya>- q5i cstrongholds :JL "esj' Ji;J ,rU -r--e C*y Jrlt eby\\ ,)
:6:s.J\s>> : ) r.:,t-c o,\ Ju .,,5JjJl Ld-,'l Jl i-lnl ev,;\ e)-e 3 r,'J! )9 !t:Jq .; JrJt
it\t t^t .Jt d )i 3i-l -.i;.J,t ;.-(lt "r'.tt -t--b s . - cUt --1 - e; €
,J,4JJ i)J.a' 9; tr 6-rir ,ri dtl a.LJ 

"ly,S ,rr rS:4t V,ts f 't c(\ 
r 1)<<r..;Jl

.(\ 
!.)c/rLt ta'. i rr.ct ,i

tjll Crr\ir Ai; "trri" s5i cThe Zodiacal Signs :1 V.p ,). -t- e itt.:..e vi,

+J! -ul/fj . .i,LJt Jlfi 1i,- ,t (Srlt 6j,a ;-rju !$:i r-r-r a*JV sssz) c(zitJ'lt )tc
41-ri). crJ"t e. (G '^ili ) J*t :t alli> :s;iJr Ju 1.r4t .k.--e otry J".A'l
:V >t_,\ 1 .,:' r4.b :4\ ;iSt ,:-.-'fi :Juu .r.di.jt ;,/ ;'f|., .ru.(Jt gr,,'.,Jt €^ :Ct,lt)
()t!tl tPt :ti".1 ,:.o Lil .'r.oy c;;tJl -^{l-t{ltt L.t-iJl t |,---:)l t& --J +Jl JjLil
.,J-rJry .g;iir-2 ,u,2A\1 c'-, riA\ 1 (rrtjJtJ (i,lllt, ."r,-!t, .'.rt-J,-jJl1 ,rt;ijLt 1

.tt 
tt',a.,r.ll,

tS .rlo;i-r: <"a-"b.Jr .:,t5,(Jr" :g;i cgreat constellation ..r'-f -;.5: -rk-t_;

;,-uJr g, -ilt ;/J (&)\ Ctr Jo +j :" .LJt etfFq CtA 9+;>> :,.JF rl==yl
-tll4 ar,. J<j 6_) 4'5)t ret V tt c r,S ;'t 1 ,cs Slio)tS ,.t f)\ o,,if l.r,t J! ,-.e! ;,.

.tt 
t u',rl-r...e 

u'.Jl.i Ja.iur t.i^ (;)ui9

4.lS c\j ;.f ,-F ,pt1-s,.rU(Jt ;r..,tt" c,sf .the big stars :Jl dl,*J u!1{,&r a+;_1

."..,!JFl" :('si (constellations :J! oL+;J.Jl ...-; i-+ -r"*i -r-= r=t!r r-e r--u j

1 c" Et,-i" :rsi .towers :+---.JS l:rL:rlJ irS .:,r.a',rlr.lLs i gr.:lr ea )t .tt
,"'*ot atr--i" :,,si.fortified towers :? .t -lS ,fut lrn\) i',Jr,a-" :(Fl cfortresses

.1^l\ t .J-t)tJ ,t-rJt ( )trlr J\ p\<\1t)
.J-t\) /.;J\ :A))\ J.,,i.) Lt*J ):& $\ sa Jli :ai:, ilt J6, .eV ;rt\,, Lhti 41r. 91tz",y

.11/i:rr.::Ir )rJt ti;b-;l!;^tlr ;r (yrrr / \):iar;Jj .Jirijr s6-.r,tv/t :JoJr rrj:tsr
.\1 /t :rj:ir rJr .t-AV /r t :y'r Jtj :rEl .;+1"9 ,)ls,.rV a,,r Ji JaJ(!11)

:_.* f*,.ll g).' .r..;"1 1r:v;
My rendering of buruj as "great constellatons', is based on the Taj aFcArus; among
the classical commentarors, Baghawi, Baydawi, and lbn Kathir give the same
interpretationr while Tabari (on the authority of Mujahid and e;tadah) explains this
term as signirying "the stars" in general. (Muhammad esaO, p. Se+, fri. fS;



; rlt ,-/ )Ul oi Jl C>rr dtuj)l ti^J c"4te et ti" ;€i rhigh towers :1 gJIt _uc _r_"-:_1

.rtPt e\bt J

t4i f-JJt dUJt c, J-Jr fi c., r- 5.,i "'n'-ru.r?r F+ ( "{_trJr" -ti;l :Lr;
.e-d\ J$ ((\yo :.:,r,1€rr) 1fr ;:tL:.t:$:Jt,;.lri d y! C:!l

:.fJ*.lt

:r;r {*r1 ,t i'6il" g;i chusband :.i t€.:,r-i,rl" uF/l Coi Jtlt e" }\ A
..?)r aJ,

i! ..;- e* Jo t* afc a-t .:i sle -iaijdl tJ.+; e\ -r* o:t:lt g;-jlt 4 tl':

J-----" tgt (arlti i.KJl .rJt.:X+ '-,rtt, 
.4"'l :6r>-n gt f-€-,-, f-)l :,kf + tlutl y'i

J)b, Je f-! J.6J (ii.ljl oj-r ,,r.ti V e? Jr,gjJt cBaal :ljJ<;)l alJt g +!L;r. of!
.t"t',,lrot --:.- y 4! 4i,rb frJl g .-:l)":g cgl-S -rl ,r;",,1 .Jl> :.rle kj

&> ,"J-.,+ ;l,.2 q;Jr * r-e g*j ,A*J\r .2 O )te). !!^rl.! .'a^? ii )l
J )J,+.!1 ,*iJl af! J.r e- €i ,)t.;-ru ,5rr-r-, .(\' )(( *jJl :.A"i Ji !----!l +.t

(ro\),. 2)_r"

rr c/ (tLJr g*Jlt 1t t,r;

:rl;l (\ ! r)

J^ a*J;Il f>i' ua;J (1o ' )

The New Shorter Oxford English Dictionary

Bacl stands for the sun, or the sun-god. (Muhammad Ali, p. 862' fn. 2119)

,Abdullah Yusuf Ali, p. 1208, fn' 4Ll2 (,jtl(1o I )

qrA lrl
busband husband husband husband husband husband .\')t Jt,

t4:,: j,'c;{'

l\r;t
Baal Baal Ita l la erell-

known idol
ofhis nation
whom they

used to
worship)

Baal Baal Ba'l )di- jili)

(rrxF

.I

.J-. -tiil i., ( I o) dr JJ+r



1r , c r.orll , i..L r.tl . .t

Baal .-:(, !. i:fe g;.rJl; J.i ClJ"-a,> :Jy-'>L cl:.t l l d lL-a.ij.r-i -r-4.1

('.::::rrJ arll l'# t(. (ar.dl ',- ;'Jt LJj a:^r' d "ri-Jr" si ".+)t" +.r (i.?iJ!l .)u.Ul-r

\.11- Q A.av1 ccr-..r.iJl r.r;,LJl tAri,: dl.f +Jl iA)l dr,. '-f 
l\ ,,)o dh €4a,j $a Jbt

qr!: ,du1!t e'V Je C*s +,v c,tia-\ aF s-Jl UlA qi1 eiJ\ -r*-Jt ,J.l . o$Ji-l
.('o')<<o-$lt -,rrir + cL- L. ,-^^-.4 .;al9!r ..pr-1 t-.4) et L. 6rLe a"-a.,.

* e$t.ri;Jl d dL-' f ', 4 v 5 ,.ri 
("')r,ru Jl ts+ ."oq*" La;.1 , i:tr:

.. , ri.Jl r+i c1t. :-i653r; (rgJ; j LC-l) :J\-J 4Ji Y! .rr-Jl

:;lJ":'r

*tg JrrJ 0)t l .rauJl t

lollow
calculat€d

courses

tollow
calculated

courses

nrn on Inell
fixed

coutses
(exactly)

calculated
with

measured
oul stages
for each

(for
reckoning,

etc.).

run tnetr
appoioted
courses

lollow
coutses

(exactly).
compuleo

lollow a
reckoning

;-ir)
,, '-i,,

(!+

thunderbolts
reckoning (torment,

boll etc.)

a caramrty thunoerbolts
(by way of
reckoning)

reckoning
;)' 1J€':,

("L:J,

1r. ,-r*<15

'irl*' lJ r.l, (r1

iiljl J L;Ul UJJ .reckoning 
'la,ij ,jI" l"-3 JL:,:t +tijlj JJlr .J:-.bll d

.i+u c:-rJt g;i .,UJt ,9* :et ,;**)l .l$ J;l!Ul J-rll d!rl-.i rL:", q/<)l
.a day of reckoning :r..'J r,-.j.i<)l iilJl d JJ,-rr.+-J ,j;i -,r 6Lr 4i-l}l r5i .-r;Jt
r: c"*; -b.;l* g*,.it s, JJll C;_J,ll ,J-, ...r_;-rlr.1 |)J -aill 4.i !-r-+ #jJr Itr gi
d ;ll:Jt -.'lFr j. ,o-P .F ai eb jt '14u)t ir-ytj ir)t oir> :..1_/r ir-yl oil 4ujt

rhe term bacr (conventionaly spett Baat in European ,u"n""n.J[#j5fi,] j;""
"master" in all branches of ancient Arabic, including Hebrew and Phoenician; it was
an honorific applied to everyone of the many "male" deities worshipped by the
ancient Semites, especially Syria and Palestine. In the Old Testament this
clesignation has sometimes the generic connotation of "idol-worship,, - a sin into
which, according to the Bible, the early Israelites often relapsed. (Muhammad Asad,
p. 689, fn. 49)

. \!"I y'.diLJl C>Jfl ()or)

cJ



4ilarJij iJJSll JiJill
L:.ll 4 crtJr.'p9 (("t)<<1tJ".J 6, o- .&.)\\ Je ,-:,- q-t)t rd-ijt .,.,Jt J! cLJr

.:llt *Jt jj,?;^+-)l

Follow courses (exactly) :r JJll C;J,il ,t +; ,)t -u,r1 ,&t-r--. ,.ti "r+,
.iU! f.EJl (,,ttjl JFl ,=ln ,>l,u.rLrl (' "1:-t-r,y \J,'t .:,\)u-,rl-;" :g;l ccomputed

;,)\+t €E r-.o Ul .dI'. ulr a-,i J& tiSJ nl :,.(- .,te J$ (a.;:r) 2.>u) d\,
;J_* W. !." ,tl ,o.1;*1 41Lt .-.,1!l "r., + ;)r,:lt .:,U;-ll., ,J-.-a-Jr 1 ce y;dt _j

thunderbolts (by :dr4 6\Jr ua-.a; +L:Jl C;Jfl .!y .(""o;I,.!t JLe ],ut\ ) l:-t jt
."(.;fJt E,.f) ottre" :gi cwayof reckoning)

i:\f" :tgi (run their appointed courses :i J1!r g;rfr ;t !.dJr p.-r -u,i -r^g:
gr.:Jl ClJ,ll g, .1"1)<<"6;' .-LJ itJ" : r";r.-> :t;r- e .;=As."rrJ}r r-erL- ;

.;jlJJ (:JjU :g;l (a calamity :JU,_l

run on their fixed courses (exactly) :? JJll C;J,!l 4 L:\Jl .rl-t J>{-Ar ,..-l_l
\^+)t- .2 cr!r4" :gi ccalculated with measured out stages for each (for reckoning).
trL>r gt:Jt e. ")t ,:.t ."(.=.,t-'Ll J-i .r) up ,F Ur* J_jr,r. ,..rr,_...^s .1a..r; ;2:-rlr

.(f! (a;U (-,li-e) dl+*" :9pi ,Husban (torment, bolt, etc.) :QA i ),*LJl

C F-;" : rg.\ cfollow calculated courses :Jl L;lll g -iS .fvt JJll ClJil +J
-r-.e -r^: J;!t e?lJj e ,a!\st .,|o -r-.e l-f*i LJ J.i +tjjl C.',Jtrt e1 ,"'o;r*,2 ,211L-..

.6ette :41 (thunderbolts :J! ol-.* f )t .)e..aA\ r!:-l gElt C.r,Il + .ji ll ,{.J}l

:r, (.*/l p)tS- .p; 1t"11
This verse and the one preceding it show how everything created, from those large
orbs in the heavens to dre smallest herbs that grow on land, follows a law.
(Muhammad Ali, p. 1014, fn. 2406)

In the great astronomicat universe there are exact mathemati;tij';I";*; 
tt"'

God's Wisdom and also to His favours to His creatures; for we all profit by the heat
and light, the seasons. and the numerous changes in the tides and the atmosphere,
on which the constitution of our globe and the maintenance of life depend. (Abdullah
Yusuf Afi' p' 1472' fn' 5L74) 

::^ e*dl p' u,.jr (\o1)

Lit.. "according to a definite reckoning". (Muhammad Asad. p. 824, fn. 2)

tz



,g r-'Jl ,,X+* qi3 .:

e,lllJIJ 'lF!r :LlJ

str .r.-)r d*,tjjl #Jl Jl 6-!::^- z+*t +t*L JI Jt*7t Jl d.-Jl U-6 .r-r.6

i,"!t ,) tts-At ;t.1 Jo ,e cS t-+t JljJlJ (JJJI .;rb Cr. i +Jl .:,1+,ijl af ar* -t
s) rf .fL+i CU ;s, u ullJr -bu!r or'r, sle

a./ U 6ti ut .V.i-.i'- J cQ;6-; c-:.Jr aa oj*it c-,r! -J;tJ!r a-12: Jll- ;,'-1

( s ,r j\ U.a (5le q.iy'l ,2 tt;;c.- | ;a+rJr oi ctart!' e.Jl+! cl'l U trL,J 'rt;(:lt JuJi

Vf c-4t u'l di e; ) ,;- .,-f"-a; Jl 6r'+ J;lr '! F; '9.,.s-t ;* ws*F-
.;-u., L-.lt ;reUal cqt -; ;-.;:,

gs-r.t,(Vs)\> J'r 5Ag.+ JK'll I C...blJ rA t' a-e'a-/l ':'l> J'uJll J'
r^ t, k--, .tle g"*t elr d r.,+;i., .,F-Jt + -.iJu4 / li.^J ((or"4ll)

sr-r-..:-l .-r! 1l ..+r'r! G;r.-- tv L.in\ oJt...--r ci ., rg11, ,.;1-
+TriJl ll-\rd-Yl j)-,:-l gr-r rg;-/lJl u!-u.:-l J.ci 4 o\J',;f Cr, 

.r)l .J

. i-ai rro;f' 4r,-iL:'.lJ O),,-i\l,4 J);*V cV.12 ci;! la,ilf ('J

t-! (i!!Jrj .ttt rt Gi cs12 Jl "J...ril.i .uL-i acA\ J.e.rF-Jl J--, .

d.ot4r J! ar)\ :i."2>Lelt ;, u* ,t sl ,U-)^At Jtri + kit J--+t4

.iJIlJl +ufr n 'a-t;Jt ,*;it t s

ar--;:J v.e-; ,u9 -c Jar:Jl ;r?rJl Jlii ;jt oF;ll e.A Ce\y ,2

a]_/Jr ,) ---jjli Jll ,J!J (-*:Jl r5b t-(+i .FrJl rrlrl "ar'i" U A flF
.t1iJiJl -r..e or;: g cW U Z;Ay,J)nJ| 'l-4i1 ,J:,'r ,1.4 ) FFI

Lail .;oo;f' .j].:>1 JI ,-,tri ;rr.i!t e. ar4t g.r-c; ,p-;;Jl j>{:,-r

.,J,;rl CJll .\:t>,\-eJ iJrJiill GJI

* r-c Ji J.:, clttij>\J 6s.-.s'. o2> _e; o|,i-)l J ;-r-UJl .--"!U--lJ iJ) gu,

cf ,* -.)t d! .;,ul +# oUJt o! "..'r}":Jr ;> 1" ,2 s-l t^'t i
c.,u"l-:Jr1 ,;l+l J..r_2+rdt -r-:'. +Jul d-1 i'e\ ?.A\ dtL.:," I olut
.---(; "ri, ciall dt dJi 4,6 u i$t <,0-2'rJl oj.a iiL>!, d L-*:)l

..rl+ll 11; ,r:-e tj,.o g.. ;+-b taJFJ Jrujll
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