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The men to whom God’s Truth has been committed for promulgation will be asked in
the Hereafter as to how the Truth fared in the world — how was it received, who
opposed it, and who assisted it. Like all trustees, they will have to give full account
of their trust. God knows all, it will not add to his information. But it will be evidence
for and against those to whom it was preached, so that the responsibility of those
who dishonored it may be duly enforced. The primary custodians of the spiritual
truth are the Prophets, but in descending degrees all men to who God’s Message
comes are included. (Abdullah Ali, p. 1105, fn. 3678)
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Moses was given a Revelation, and it was given in heritage to the Children of Israel,
to preserve it, guide their conduct by it, and hold aloft its Message: but they failed in
all these particulars. (Abduliah Ali, p. 1277, fn. 4426)
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Dahr is Time as a whole, or for a long period. (Abdullah Ali, p. 1655, fn. 5831)
P AW iy (09)
Implying, according to all the classical commentators, "there has indeed been an
immensely long [or "endless"] span of time". (Muhammad Asad, p. 915, fn. 1)
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Reading the verse under discussion in the light of the context, it is clear that the
Jews are addresses here. The two previous sections deal, more ore less, with a
particular Jewish objection to the revelation of the Prophet, viz., that they could not
accept a new revelation which was not granted to an Israelite. This is plainly stated
in vv. 91 and 91. The same subject is continued, the Jews being addressed
throughout. Their objection was: why another revelation sent down to Muhammad,
and why was a law containing new commandments promulgated? That objection
was to be answered. The answer was given partly in v. 105, and partly in the verse
under discussion. In the former of these they are told that Allah chooses whom He
pleases for His revelation. In the latter, that if one law (i.e. the Jewish Law) was
abrogated, one better than it was given through the Holy Prophet. It should be
noted that the new law is here stated to be better than the one abrogated or like it.
It is a fact that though the law of the Qur'an is decidedly superior to and more
comprehensive than the previous laws in most respects, yet there are many points of

likeness in the two. Hence the words one like it are added. (Muhammad Ali, p. 47,
fn. 152)



ilan S5 SN Al A daill) o il _YA
Mo Jos o ey TJL&:J" AN werse o VY imessage 1 & 4 o Lol )
by gi.ga__.f cmessage LS pisiay 3wl dee e $ 2 A skl Sy ¢ sl
OV AN ol guaie IVl ddlall — LY oa 3 ale Logpadl {.SJ»‘" Wk dpal g el
ol dlry e 8 2 B e 1 bt peds 3 e il DS 3 Al O
SUAN ST a &1 gad pdond Bl s 3 coplor WS ("B, 3,1 3alS06 L pall
gt R el Gl ol Vg Tkl (e, e 58 AT 0dn e i S oY)
£ O s JS 8 el o] 0T T e Of 41 eda o sladall ey
s B alsd dida e Baal a3 005 0TI G el ¢ iy S o A 5 ey
By 34 "W e AT pllas b L3 i A1 0in ek i pa ... 1laslis
Ak oy 8T sy 5 Laty 5 e of e a5 o gl %y ie 4 oda U 5 Lo
SN el g 3R A YL L e gt O el @l Mgy eall A

(Viin

é} t"grjlr gr srevelation C..a)ll 'l..k.bé “Lj" .]na.]gl:-wﬁ -:1\'1.1_; .y

s Yy G oy 1S s e RN UL P W R I N PR P P
ST I RO PRD- TR IR RN Sy SHOT A AT e Lgalasazad
Jos Y oWy wldall e AVl cnsornad Sy LVl 2a Fe
RS (P PY TP S UREYIE TN 3 padll 42 Loy bl sle o 3 Ll P f by et e 5 e i
,@J..l;gi,..umeoﬁ,‘ﬁ;jyw"s”,.uﬁﬁmast_,)oi@:‘rw
St A g et e e h el s (i 0187 S8 iy sl
oAbt RV (o gy gl dedally LT 3] a3 Ablas Yy O @l o] pr

Fah e AT ay (V)
The principle laid down in this passage - relating to the supersession of the Bibiical
dispensation by that of the Qur'an - has given rise to an erroneous interpretation by
many Muslim theologians. The word dyah ("message”) occurring in this context is
also used to denote a "verse" of the Qur'an (because every on of these verses
contains a message). Taking this restricted meaning of the term ayah, some scholars
conclude from the above passage that certain verses of the Quran have been
"abrogated" by God's command before the revelation of the Qur'an was completed....
[The] apparent difficulty in interpreting the above Qur'anic passage disappears
immediately if the term ayah is understoed, correctly, as "message, and if we read
this verse in conjunction with the preceding one, which states that the Jews and
Christians refused to accept any revelation which might supersede that of the Bible:
for. If read in this way, the abrogation relates to the earlier divine messages and not
to any part of the Qur'an itself. (Muhammad Asad, p. 23,an. 87)
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The word which 1 have translated by the word "revelations” is Ayat.... It is not only
used for verses of the Qur-an, but in a general sense of God’s revelations as in ii. 39
and for other Signs of God in history or nature, or miracles, as ii. 61. it has even
been used for human signs and tokens of wonder as, for example, monuments and
1and marks built by the ancient people of 'Ad (xxvi. 128). What is the meaning of
this? If we take it in a general sense, it means the God's Message form age to age is
always the same, but its form may differ according to the needs and exigencies of
the time. That form was different as given to Moses and then to Jesus and then to
Muhammad. Some commentators apply it to the Ayat of the Qur-3n. There is nothing
derogatory in this if we believe in progressive revelation. In iii. 7 we are told
distinctly about the Qur-an, that some of its verses are basic or fundamentai, and
others are allegorical, and it is mischievous to treat the allegorical verses and follow
them literally. On the cther hand, it is absurd to treat such a verse as ii. 115 as if it

_z\}vere abrogated by li. 144 about the Qibla. We turn to the Qibla, but we believe that
‘God is not only in one place. He is everywhere. (Abdullah Yusuf Ali, p. 46, fn. 107)
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Here it seems to refer to the burning words of Prophets like Isaiah. (Abdullah Yusuf
Ali, p. 694, fn. 2173)
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The logical conclusion of the evolution of religious history is a non-sectarian, non-racial, non-
doctrinal, universal religion, which Islam claims to be. For Islam is just submission to the Will
of God. This implies (1) Faith, (2) doing right, being an example to the others to do right, and
having the power to see that the right prevails, (3) eschewing wrong, being an example to
the others to eschew wrong, and having the power to see that wrong and injustice are
defeated. Islam therefore lives, not for itself, but for mankind. The People of the Book, if only
they had faith, would be Muslims, for they had been prepared for Islam. Unfortunately, there
is Unfaith, but it can never harm those who carry the banner of Faith and Right, which must
always be victorious. (Abdullah Yusuf Ali, p. 151, fn. 434)
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-.it has to be borne in mind that the word islam in the Arabic of the Qur'an means
complete devotion/submission to God, unmixed with worship of any other. All earlier
prophets are thus described in the Quran as muslim. Those who read the word islam
in the sense of the religion of the Prophet Muhammad will set up a barrier,

illegitimately based on this verse, between Islam and other monatheistic religions.
(M.A.S. Abdel Haleem, p. xxiv)
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According to almost all the authorities, the noun ummah denotes here "a time" or
"along period of time". (Muhammad Asad, p. 344, fn. 46)
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Ummah means originally a way, course or mode of acting, a nation or a community,
but it also signifies a righteous man who is an object of imitation, one who is known
for goodness, a man combining all kinds of good qualities, one who has no equal.
{(Muhammad Ali, p. 541, fn. 1407)

Pah o AL NS iy (000)
Ummat; a model, pattern, example for imitation: but the idea that he was an Ummat
in himself, standing alone against his world, should not be lost sight of. (Abdullah
Yusuf Ali, p. 688, fn. 2156)
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This is one of the many meanings of the term ummah and, to my mind, the one
most appropriate in the above context. (Muhammad Asad, p. 415, fn. 144)
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The term muhsanah signifies literally "a woman who is fortified [against unchastity]", and
carries three senses: (1) "a married woman", (2) "a chaste woman", and (3) "a free woman".
According to almost all authorities, al-muhsanat denotes in the above context "married
women". (Muhammad Asad, p. 106, fn. 26)
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It should ... be noted that Islam does not allow temporary marriage. it recognizes
only ihsan, taking a woman impermanent marriage, from the root hasuna, it (a
place) was inaccessible, or (a woman) was chaste or married, ihsé@n thus meaning
fortifying a place or marrying. (Muhammad Ali, p. 197, fn. 560a)
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This passage lays down in an unequivocal manner that sexual relations with female
slaves are permitted only on the basis of marriage, and that in this respect there is
no difference between them and free women. (Muhammad Asad, p. 107, fn. 32)
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The word which 1 have rendered as persecution is fitnah, which originally means a burning with fire,
and then affliction, distress, and hardship, slaughter, misleading or causing to efr, and seduction from
faith by any means (LL). An explanation of these words is met in v. 217: "They ask thee about fighting
in the sacred month. Say: Fighting in it is a grave offence. But hindering (men) from Allah’s way and
denying Him and the Sacred mosque and tumning its people out of it are still graver with Allah, and
persecution is graver than slaughter.” Fitnah is thus syncnymous with hindering men from Allah’s way
and the Sacred Mosque, and denying Alldh and turning people out of the Sacred Mosque, and indicates
the persecution of Muslims. Ibn ‘Umar expiained the word fitnah when he said: "And there were very
few Muslims so a man used to be persecuted on account of his religion: they either murdered him or
subjected him to tortures until Isliim became predominant, then there was no fitnah, i.e. persecution"
(B. 65: ii, 30). (Muhammad Ali, p. 81, fn. 241)
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“This passage is illustrated by the events that happened at Hudaibiya in the sixth year of the Hijra,
though it is not clear that it was revealed on that occasion. The Muslims were at this time a strong and
influential cornmunity. Many of them were exiles from Mecca, where the Pagans had established an
Intolerant autocracy, persecuting Muslims, preventing them from visiting their homes, and even keeping
them out by force from performing Pilgrimage during the universally recognized peried of truce. This
was intolerance, oppression, and autocracy to the last degree, and the mere readiness of the Muslims
to enforce their rights as Arab citizens resulted without bloodshed in an agreement which the Muslims
faithfully observed. The Pagans, however had no scruples in breaking faith... (Abdaltah Yusuf Ali, p. 76,
fn. 205)
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The translation, in this context, of fitnah as "oppression" is justified by the application of this

term to any affliction which may cause man to go astray and to lose his faith in spiritual
values (cf. Lisan al-cArab). {Muhammad Asad, p. 41, fn. 168)
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Al-Fitnah: polytheism, to disbelieve after one has believed in Allh, or a trial or a calamity or
an affliction (Al-Hilali and Khan, p. 39, fn. 2)
b o S eNST el y (VTT)
'Persecuting you unlawfully is worse than you killing them in the precincts in self-defence.’
The article al- in Arabic sometimes takes the place of a pronoun, as here 'their persecution’

and ‘your killing them' (Tammarn Hassan, al-Bayan, Cairo, 1993, 118-45); it is not the generic
al-, cf. 2: 217. See also 2: 217, (M.A.S. Abdel Haleem, p. 21, fn. e)
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To persecute people for believing in God is a worse offence than for the aggrieved
party to fight back in the prohibited month. This further explains verse 191. (M.A.S.
Abdel Haleem, p. 24, fn. a)

18 e AN ST ey (VY9)
The fitnah is the misleading of the people (T, LL), or the sowing of dissension, or
difference of opinion (T, LL). By giving to one an interpretation which is faisified by
another. (Muhammad Ali, p. 130, fn. 388)
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The "confusion" referred to here is a consequence of interpreting allegorical
passages in an "arbitrary manner” (Zamakshari) (Muhammad Asad, p. 67, fn. 7)
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For fitnah meaning persecution, see 241. Tasting of persecution signifies receiving
punishment for their persecution of the Muslims. (Muhammad Ali, p. 988, fn. 2348)
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These verses describe the condition of the hypocrites, who advanced excuses for not
fighting against the opponents of the Muslims. If an enemy had entered into the city
from another side and invited them to join hands with him to fight against the
Muslims, they would have been ready to fight. (Muhammad Ali, pp. 803-4, fn. 1979)
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If any of the enemy had been able to penetrate into the City, the disaffected

element... would have risen against the Muslims at once ~ with no delay except what
might have been necessary to put on their armour and arms. (Abdullah Yusuf Ali, p.

1107, fn. 3685)
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Lit., "take away from you the pollution of Satan". Immediately before the beginning of the battle, the Meccan army
invested the welis of Badr, thus depriving the Muslims of water; and, under the influence of thirst, some of the latter
fell prey to utter despair (here symbolized by "Satan's unclean whisperings") - when, suddenly, abundant rain fell
and enabled them to satisfy thelr thirst (Tabari, on the authority of Ibn cAbbas). (Muhammad Asad, p. 417, fn. 12)

Fam g A PIST iy (VTA)
Purification of the garments does not relate only to the outward act of purification, but also to the

purification of the heart, as is shown in the next verse, which contains a command to shun every kind of
uncleanness. (Muhammad Ali, p. 1115, fn. 2598)

P 9h g AN (ST Jaiy (VT9)
Rujz or Rijz: abomination: usually understood to refer to idolatry. It is even possible that there was an idol called

Rujz. But it has a wider signification, as including a mental state opposed to true worship, a state of doubt or
indecision. (Abdullah Yusuf Ali, p. 1640, fn. 5780)
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Or "from all idolatry”. (M.A.S. Abdel Haleem, p. 397, fn. b)
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My rendering of buruj as "great constellations” is based on the Taj al-cArus; among
the classical commentarors, Baghawi, Baydawi, and Ibn Kathir give the same

interpretation, while Tabari (on the authority of Mujahid and Qatadah) explains this
term as signifying "the stars” in general. (Muhammad Asad, p. 384, fn. 15)



thjﬁ)ﬂ‘uiﬂlgﬁglaﬂ\tﬂﬂmﬂ 1Y

LY o A OF ) st ) GLEYT LAy Cadle 140" 1ol chigh  towers 1 ol s ez

.J_’}lu_’cnbl_,

50 @S0 DTG b S5 b 5 o T S St s Ly
."-S—A-h g (VYo robilaly (g :J;F'-U'\‘) A g 3V CJJ‘J‘

ik e LS O 5 A ol st S e gt S et RYAEXT oA
husband husband husband husband hushand husband HITTR S A
AT
(L3
(VYA Loy
Baal Baal Ba'l (a well- Baal Baal Ba'l e O g
known idol S ?Pfﬁ,}, v
of his nation et Ay
whom they Cnididt
used to e Lal_.nJi
worship) s )
(1Yo

"o B &2 3 (10) ol

SA g gmy " g3" ol chusband g 5 e O Al aal J oW mo M s
LYY

Vi (e pino 8 3 gm pde et & e il g 5 oA 0d el as b (3 1S

e oginy il AdSOH st U, (e (Ba o e o b e VI RS (3 izl ]

Gy phe oont pay (Bl odn o plB s pa (s U cBaal R RSOY) A (3 alis o ST
E Vg5 gl o ppealt 3 iy gl o e D 1l e

Jor dsh Gla W e et gy il 3 O gaiy e A an O V)
C} JJ.,...U u..uf‘-j'n 34!;(.: J.cu o C_.x:_,g glﬁ A g2 ::'.'N..XTDJ .(‘D.)«M\ PN )T Lf““:‘j" 59.6

(\o\)L,
- _J)ﬂ-ﬂ

SATY e el C_-._-J_U (VEA)
DAl (1 E9)
The New Shorter Oxford English Dictionary.
Fyh o AL el (00)
Bacl stands for the sun, or the sun-god. (Muhammad AHl, p. 862, fn. 2119)
JAbdullah Yusuf Ali, p. 1208, fn. 4112 < Jlsi(h ey
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The term badl (conventionally spelt Baal in European languages) signifies "lord" or
"master” in all branches of ancient Arabic, including Hebrew and Phoenician; it was
an honorific applied to everyone of the many "male" deities worshipped by the
ancient Semites, especially Syria and Palestine. In the Qld Testament this
designation has sometimes the generic connotation of "idol-worship" — a sin into
which, according to the Bible, the early Israelites often relapsed. (Muhammad Asad,
p. 689, fn. 49)
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This verse and the one preceding it show how everything created, from those large
orbs in the heavens to the smallest herbs that grow on land, follows a law.
{Muhammad Ali, p. 1014, fn. 2406)

Db e A ST ey (100)
In the great astronomical universe there are exact mathematical laws, which to
God's Wisdom and zalso to His favours to His creatures; for we all profit by the heat
and light, the seasons, and the numerous changes in the tides and the atmosphere,
on which the constitution of our globe and the maintenance of life depend. (Abdullah
Yusuf Ali, p. 1472, fn. 5174)

Poh e AV AT iy (00
Lit., "according to a definite reckoning”. (Muhammad Asad, p. 824, fn. 2)
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